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DIARY DATES
          
  
 MAY 
  28th    Governing Council
             Meeting  7pm

JUNE
   
   5th    Drama Yr9 7pm
   6th    Drama Yr10/11 7pm
 18th    Mid Year Exams           
 commence Yr11/12
 28th    Reconciliation Week
            commences

HAMBOURS UNIFORM
SHOP HOURS

TUESDAY  8.15AM-
9.15AM

WEDNESDAY 8.15AM - 
10.15AM

THURSDAY 1.30PM - 3PM
PHONE: 8447 2077 

 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S DESK

Andrew Dickinson

                              
Dear Parents and Carers
Thank you for supporting our push on attendance. We have had 
a huge improvement compared to previous years with the highest 
Term 1 attendance in 5 years and we have just about halved our 
unexplained absences.
Working together, supporting the triangle of school, parent and 
student we are giving our children and young people the very best 
chance of success. We can’t rest on our laurels just yet though and I 
thought it would be a good opportunity to revisit how you can help as 
a parent.
WHAT YOU CAN DO.
Act early.
Talk about the importance of showing up to school every day, make 
that the expectation. Regular attendance at school sets up good 
behaviours for regular attendance at work.

Help your child maintain daily routines such as finishing homework and 
getting a good night’s sleep. On average, teenagers need 8-9 hours 
sleep to be healthy and alert. You may also need to monitor their use 
of the Internet, mobile phone and TV at night to ensure they are not 
staying up too late or being disturbed while sleeping.

Consider how your child is sleeping – is their room cool and dark and 
have all devices, including TVs and mobile phones, been removed?
Try not to schedule hair, dental or medical appointments during school 
hours. 
Arrange family holidays during scheduled school holidays so that they 
don’t miss out on classes and feel left behind.  If it is necessary to be 
absent from school for an extended period, arrange with their teacher/
Year Level Manager for school work.

Don’t let your child stay home unless genuinely sick. Complaints of 
headaches or stomach aches may be signs of anxiety.
Reward appropriate behaviour and don’t unintentionally reward 
unwanted behaviour by letting children who stay home have access to 
their devices and the internet.



PRINCIPAL’S REPORT cont....

REMEMBER.
You can talk with school staff to find out what support they can provide to keep your child attending and 
engaged. 
Further assistance
Sometimes you may need assistance from professionals who can help anxious children. Discuss your 
concerns with relevant teachers or counsellors here at school. They can help address any school-based 
issues, refer your child to school counselling services and make recommendations about professional 
support.
Alternatively, you could seek support from your GP who can assist with a referral to mental health 
professional such as a psychologist, psychiatrist or therapist. They can help your child overcome their 
anxiety using mindfulness, improving self-confidence and self-esteem and helping children change the 
way they think about difficult situations. 
USEFUL WEBSITES.
Kids Matter - www.kidsmatter.edu.au
Youth Beyond Blue - www.youthbeyondblue.com.au
Headspace - www.headspace.org.au
Reach Out – www.au.reachout.com
Raising Children Network - www.raisingchildren.net.au 

Andrew Dickinson - Principal

If your child wants to stay home to finish an assignment, rather than letting them stay home, expect them 
to come to school – make attendance the number one priority. Later, you can discuss with them how they 
can improve their study habits or adjust their schedule.

Be sure to set a good example – how you meet your commitments impacts on how they will meet theirs.
Talk to your child. What are their feelings about school? What interests them at school? Are there any 
difficult situations? It helps if you open these discussions in a relaxed way so that they know you are 
demonstrating concern, not authority.

In the Secondary years, try to be aware of your teenager’s social contacts. Peer influence can lead to 
skipping school, while students without many friends can feel isolated.

Encourage meaningful extracurricular activities that your child enjoys, such as sports and clubs, to 
develop positive relationships and experience success outside of a classroom setting. These activities can 
help your child feel part of the group, important to the school, and more motivated.

Set clear parameters around part-time work. Make sure that the hours your teenager is working do not 
impact on their ability to go to school the next day, or interfere with school assessment expectations or 
exam preparation. We recommend no more than 10 hours per week.

Monitor your child’s attendance and school performance. Periodically check with their teachers to find 
out how things are going. If you find it difficult to contact several different teachers by phone, try email. 
Alternatively, the year level manager is a helpful point of contact in relation to specific issues.

LOST PROPERTY ITEMS
Please check our Junior and Senior Offices for any clothing that your child may have lost as we 

have many items  that are unclaimed.



JUNIOR SCHOOL

This term the Junior School has introduced a new initiative to support and extend our readers. We have 
made a whole sub school commitment to an uninterrupted morning Literacy Time every day. This involves 
all available staff including our coordinators and leadership to work in classrooms with children to support 
the teaching of reading. 
We have launched Reciprocal Reading groups in our Year 3-6 classes. Reciprocal Reading is an 
interactive teaching strategy for supporting readers to develop comprehension strategies. The teacher 
models, then helps students learn to guide group discussions using four strategies: summarizing, question 
generating, clarifying, and predicting. Over time, the students become the teacher in the small group 
reading sessions. The children are thoroughly enjoying this reading experience whilst stretching and 
deepening their thinking skills as independent readers.

 In the years 1-2 classes we are implementing Guided Reading. Guided Reading is an essential part of 
any early literacy program. In a guided reading session, students are in small groups according to their 
level of reading ability. Guided reading helps students develop greater control over the reading process 
through the development of reading strategies to decode and construct meaning. Our Year 1 and 2 
children are revelling in these daily opportunities to read, talk and think their way through our new guided 
reading books.
Phonological Awareness skill development is the focus of our targeted work in the Reception classes. 
Phonological awareness is a crucial skill to develop in children. It is strongly linked to early reading and 
spelling success. Over the term, the Reception children will work in small groups, engaging in tasks to 
develop their awareness of sounds, syllables and rhyme.

We are all really excited with the progress of our reading journey.

Julie Stockdale - Junior School Head

Examples of Junior School 
Work  “The Case of Bad 

Stripes”

GDC Staff and students would like to say a huge
THANK YOU

to all our Governing Council members and school volunteers
who generously give their time and support our school community.

We acknowledge the significant contribution that parents ans volunteers make, by sharing their time, skills and 
experience with our school community in a range of ways to support the wellbeing and learning for all our students.



MIDDLE  SCHOOL

Seaton High Double Header
The Gawler Giants Specialist Baseball Program headed over to Seaton last Tuesday to play two games 
against the only other specialist baseball program in the state, The Seaton Sharks. Seaton has been highly 
successful for more than a decade and the first competition between our school and theirs was seen as a 
steep learning curve. 

“Considering where we are at and where they are at I’m very happy with the outcome,” said Coach V.

The Giants won the first game 8-6 and lost the second game 5-2.

“Our kids played extremely well and their effort and attitude in the competition was excellent,’ said Coach 
V. “I’m not sure if we could have done any better.”The students spent the day at Seaton watching game 
footage, hitting in the batting cages and playing against Seaton’s Year 8s and 9s.

“We look forward to many more games in the future and to keep building our program and becoming more 
competitive” said Coach V.Led by our captains Noah, Jacob, Ben and Alkira our students learned a great 
deal on the day. “It was a fantastic experience for our students to see what a quality program looks like,” 
said Coach V. We look forward to the challenge to getting our program to their level.

Billy Vincent - Baseball Co-Ordinator/Teacher

NAPLAN has come and gone for another year! Thank you to all those students who completed their tests 
and the families that supported their students through this stressful time.  Results will be available in late 
August and will be sent home with the Term 3 reports.  
Congratulations to the group of 8, 9 and 10 girls who recently completed ‘Operation Flinders’.  For 8 days, 
the girls hiked, climbed and camped their way through the Flinders Ranges.  The girls all put in a fantastic 
effort and definitely learned a lot about themselves in the process.  Thank you to Mrs Tetlow and Mr Burke 
who accompanied the group.  All Middle School students will get to see a presentation by the girls at our 
next assembly.
Year 8’s are well into their next elective round and are enjoying the challenges a new subject brings.  The 
students will change over again at the beginning of week 9.  
Year 7’s are beginning their preparation for Year 8 and have started to move around to different 
classrooms in the school.  So far they have found their way around quite well!  They are also looking 
forward to their next excursion into Adelaide later this term.
We have also had a focus on wearing correct uniform in the Middle School. All families are reminded that 
hoodies are not part of the school uniform and should not be worn to school. Students may wear plain 
black, navy or white long sleeved shirts under their polo top if they are cold. School jumpers are available 
for purchase from the Uniform shop on Tues 8.15-9.15, Wed 8.15-10.15 and on Thursday from 1.30-3pm. 
If you are experiencing difficulties with uniform, please contact your child’s home care teacher or Middle 
School counsellor, Cheryl Raso.

Liz Rankin  - Middle School Head



TERRESTRIAL

A group of Year 10/11/12 students recently 
visited the Shedley Theatre to see a fantastic live 
performance of the play “Terrestrial “which was put 
on as part of the State Theatre Company’s 2018 
program.

Adrian Skewes - Drama teacher

MIDDLE  SCHOOL

YR 8 SCIENCE EXCURSION

The recent Year 8 Science 
excursion to the Adelaide 
Microscopy Faculty was a 
great success. We learnt the 
differences between an SEM and 
TEM, saw a live cell microscope 
and even the new $3 million TEM 
Machine. The students were very 
inquisitive and enjoyed some 
time on the microscopes. The 
faculty were very welcoming and 
encourage further educational 
visits.

Teacher v Year 12 Sports Results   - Round 3 Basketball.

There was another exciting round of Teacher v Year 12 sport on Tuesday May 22nd. Round 3 was 
basketball. The students tried their best with minimal interchanges but our tall team of staff won the game, 
even if we did have a few more interchanges.
Fun was had by all. Looking forward to Round 4 in Week 7- Badminton.
Scores:
Round 1: Indoor Soccer 1-1
Round 2: Dodgeball 2-2
Round 3: Teachers: 12 Students: 7

Ms. Hallworth
Year 12 Coordinator



SENIOR SCHOOL 

FAMILY & FRIEndS REMEMbER dILLon

On Friday 4th May former student Dillon Harding was remembered with a plaque placed on the memorial 
stone in the gardens at the front of Gawler & District College B-12. The plaque was made by Dillon’s younger 
brother Aaron Harding. Sadly Dillon lost his life through suicide on the 19th May 2016. Dillon’s mum Sam 
Harding who is on staff in the Junior school was present at the memorial along with Dillon’s brothers Lucas, 
Aaron and sister Chloe. Several of Dillon’s former school mates were also present on the day, Billy Byster, 
Lauren Smith, Eric Trace, Lee Turner and Mikayla Hardwick. Staff present were Andrew Dickinson, Ros 
Conboy and Karen Low.

If you or someone you know is struggling with life, please seek out a trusted adult to talk to.
Other services include Lifeline - 131114
Suicide call back service - 1300 659 467  24hrs a day
Standy support after suicide - 0437 752 458 and 0438 728 644 North.

It has been a busy start to Term 2 with multiple excursions, Parent Teacher Interviews and several opportu-
nities to participate in extra curricula activities.  Our Year 10’s will shortly be receiving preliminary informa-
tion on Work Experience which will be held in term 3.  This program provides students with the opportunity 
to see what is involved in the world of work and use what they have learnt in their Personal learning Plan 
subject.

Our Year 11 and 12 students will be undertaking exams during week 8 of this term.  An exam timetable and 
information sheet will be sent home early this term.  These provide a valuable opportunity for our students 
to consolidate their learning and prepare for the end of year SACE set exams.  Students are encouraged to 
begin their revision now to give them the best chance of experiencing success.

Derek Slater – Senior School Head



CANTEEN & QKR APP
A friendly reminder that you can order daily lunches from 
Rorys who manage our Canteen via the QKR app. It’s a 
convenient way for you to order and pay by 9.30am each day.
Look up the website at http://rorys.com.au?school-lunches/
and further information is available on our school website
http://gdc.sa.edu.au/parentinfo.htm

SCHOOL COMMUNITY

SCHOOL FEES 2018
The 2018 school fees are now OVERDUE.

Statements have gone home
If you believe that you are eligible – you must lodge a School Card Application EVERY YEAR at              

ALL sites your children attend
Please pay your fees in full if they remain unpaid

‘Instalment Agreements’ are available from the Finance Office

The school will commence its debt collection process this term for all outstanding 2018 fees.  

Families on ‘instalment agreements’ who are continuing to make payments will be excluded in our debt 
collection process.

Please direct any enquires to the Finance Office, Tanya Matthews or Helen Redford on 8521 2404.

***SUPPORT US NOW***

We now have the 2018-2019 Entertainment Book available. Please continue to support our school, there 
are hundreds of great value offers ready for your enjoyment. Call into the school or contact us on 

dl.0774.finance@schools.sa.edu.au



Youth Healthcare Questionnaire
SCHOOL BASED MENTAL HEALTH:

PARTICIPANT INFORMATION SHEET

Description of the study:            

This study is part of the part of the project titled School Based Mental Health Services in Rural South Australia. This 
project will investigate the barriers that exist for youth in accessing health services and how these services can be im-
proved. This project is supported by Flinders University, College of Medicine and Public Health.

Purpose of the study:

The project aims to identify the barriers for teenagers accessing health services in a rural setting and identify how to 
provide a more youth friendly service. The three key parts include:

•	 Student access to healthcare 

•	 Healthcare concerns of youth 

•	 Potential improvements to heathcare and accessability 

What will I be asked to do? 

Students will be invited to complete an individual electronic questionnaire. This questionnaire will take approximately 
15 minutes and will be conducted during a health class at their school. The questionnaire will ask about what they think 
are the barriers for seeking healthcare, their experiences with healthcare and some improvements they think can be 
made. Participation is entirely voluntary. 

In terms of consent, the only requirement is to encourage students to discuss participation with their parents prior to 
completing the survey. We do not need formal consent due to the survey being anonymous. 

Here is the survey link 

https://qualtrics.flinders.edu.au/jfe/form/SV_bq4qUP56INlyBRr

This link is also available on our FaceBook Page

Thank you for taking the time to read this information sheet and we hope that you will accept our invitation to 
be involved.

This research project has been approved by the Flinders University Social and Behavioural Research Ethics Com-
mittee (Project number: .  For more information regarding ethical approval of the project the Executive Officer of the 
Committee can be contacted by telephone on 8201 3116, by fax on 8201 2035 or by email human.researchethics@
flinders.edu.au

SCHOOL COMMUNITY

AIR TRAInIng CoRpS

We are looking for new members aged 13 to 16 
to join our squadron. There is an information night 
coming up on Friday 1st June at 6.30pm at the 608 

Squadron headquarters.
For further info please contact us at 608squadron.

aafc@gmail.com or via our website at http://
www.608sqn.aafc.org.au/contact



 

 

NEW Uniform Shop opening hours from Term 2 
Tues 8.15 – 9.15 

Wed 8.15 – 10.15 
Thus 1.30 – 3.00 

 
 

 

 
 

Term 2 Uniform Specials valid until 30 June 2018 
 

Shirts and blouses on sale (2 shirts for the price of 1 – No returns) 
OR 

FREE white blouse short or long sleeve with purchase of skirt and/or pinafore (No Returns) 
 

Specials available from Hambours on line or from GDC uniform shop during opening hours 
 

website: hambours.com.au phone: 8447-2077 
 

 

Catch a Bargain!

SCHOOL COMMUNITY

Operation Flinders Challenge Week

A group of female students recently met with the cyclists who rode and fundraised along the way 
for the Operation Flinders Challenge.



SCHOOL COMMUNITY

30

RECONCILIATION 
COMMUNITY FUN

FREE EVENT

th
OF

MAY
JOIN US ON WEDNESDAY THE

From 10am - 2pm, Apex Park, Julian Terrace, Gawler. Kuma Kaaro
performing Welcome to Country, Eddie Peters - 

Hannah Yates and closing dance performance by Of Desert and Sea. 

NUKKAN YA THERE!

Gawler Reconciliation Action Group presents…

Please call Bec for further information on 85212080

DAY
'DON'T KEEP HISTORY A MYSTERY' 

#NRW2018 #NRWGAWLER2018 


